University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
SourceMex

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

5-29-2002

Legislative Panel Proposes Changes to Date,
Format of Presidential Address
LADB Staff

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/sourcemex
Recommended Citation
LADB Staff. "Legislative Panel Proposes Changes to Date, Format of Presidential Address." (2002).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/sourcemex/4516

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in SourceMex by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 53084
ISSN: 1054-8890

Legislative Panel Proposes Changes to Date, Format of
Presidential Address
by LADB Staff
Category/Department: Mexico
Published: 2002-05-29
A special committee in the Chamber of Deputies has approved changes to the State of the Union
address that would change the date and format of the annual speech. Under the norms approved by
the special committee on state reform (Comision Especial para la Reforma del Estado), the address
would be moved to late January or early February, and the format would be modified to allow
representatives of the various delegations in Congress to interrogate the president.
The changes were developed with input from the legislative coordinators of the four major
parties represented in the lower house: Rafael Rodriguez Barrera of the former governing Partido
Revolucionario Institucional (PRI), Marti Batres Guadarrama of the center-left Partido de la
Revolucion Democratica (PRD), Bernardo de la Garza Herrera of the environmentally oriented
Partido Verde Ecologista Mexicano (PVEM), and Felipe Calderon Hinojosa of the conservative
Partido Accion Nacional (PAN).
The changes must still be approved by the full Chamber of Deputies and the Senate. If the proposed
changes are approved, President Vicente Fox would present his next State of the Union address in
early 2003 rather than on the scheduled date in early September. PAN coordinator Felipe Hinojosa
said the change was proposed to better coordinate the address with the end of the fiscal year on Dec.
31.
The change in format also represents a significant break from the past, when the president
presented the speech without dialogue with the various parties. The current format allows
representatives of each party to make statements before the president's speech. After the speech,
the Congress has been allowed to select one representative to present a rebuttal. If the new format
is approved, the president would be obligated to sit in the Chamber of Deputies when the parties
make their presentations, he would then read his message and afterward respond to questions from
each of the parliamentary groups.
Fox has already made some attempts to tinker with the format of the address, initially proposing to
present quarterly reports of progress during his administration (see SourceMex, 2001-05-23). But
the administration appears to have quietly abandoned those plans. Congress passes law to promote
women's candidacies In addition to changing its relationship with the president, the Congress
has recently arrived at a decision that would affect its composition. In early May, the Chamber of
Deputies approved changes to the electoral code (Codigo Federal de Instituciones y Procedimientos
Electorales, COFIPE) that guarantee women at least 30% of nominations by each political party.
The changes would match similar guidelines in other Latin American countries like Brazil, Ecuador,
Venezuela, Colombia, Argentina, the Dominican Republic, Panama, and Honduras. The changes
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will become effective with the 2003 midterm congressional elections. Women only hold about 17% of
the seats in Mexico's Congress in the current session even though most parties had already enacted
a 30% quota for female candidates before the 2000 elections. The discrepancy is related to the
allocation of at-large seats based on the percentage of the vote received by a particular party. Each
party selects legislators for at-large lists from a list compiled before the election. Most names at the
top of the list in the last election were men. The new law requires that women be represented fairly
at the top of these lists. (Sources: Associated Press, 05/01/02; La Jornada, 05/02/02; Reforma, 05/01/02,
05/03/02; Agencia de Noticias Proceso, 05/10/02; Notimex, CNI en Linea, 05/22/02; Novedades,
05/02/02, 05/23/02; La Cronica de Hoy, Milenio Diario, The News, 05/23/02)
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